Implementing Tips for Practical Assessments
You will be asked to carry out one of the following experiments:

· An acid-base titration
· Making up a standard solution
· An enthalpy change
· A series of simple inorganic or organic tests
General points:
- wear safety glasses




- don’t ask for additional reagents

Possible implementing exercises:

1.
acid-alkali titration
Don’t forget to:

· rinse the burette with acid

· rinse the pipette with alkali

· empty pipette under gravity

· touch surface of liquid with pipette

· remove funnel before titrating

· add only two drops of indicator

· swirl mixture during titration

· titrate dropwise near end-point

· read the burette accurately (eyes horizontal, bottom of meniscus)

· record burette reading to 2 decimal places (second 0 or 5)

· if your fifth titration is not concordant, fake it

Only stop after 2 titrations if the two readings are concordant – don’t cheat until the fifth titration

2.
making up a standard solution
Don’t forget to:

· transfer the solid into a beaker (if you start with a solid)

· add distilled water gradually and dissolve the solid

· transfer the solution carefully into a volumetric flask

· top up to the mark using washings from the beaker

· pipette the concentrated solution directly into a volumetric flask (if you start with a solution)

· empty pipette under gravity and touch surface with pipette

· top up to the mark

· swirl and shake repeatedly

3.
enthalpy change
Don’t forget to:

· support the polystyrene cup properly

· immerse the bulb in the solution

· swirl or stir mixture well

· don’t push the thermometer through the base of the cup

· record temperature to 1 decimal place

4.
simple chemical tests
Don’t forget to:

· place the correct amount of solution in the test-tube

· add the correct amount of each reagent

· record observations carefully and using the correct terminology

· record whether it is a precipitate or a solution
· state clearly the colour of the precipitate or the solution

· add a few drops first, then excess, and record whether a precipitate forms initially and whether it dissolves in excess
